
 

 

   

 

It's March 1, 2021 . In today's issue: Chimney Rock reopens; dugout flood; 

restoring an 1880s painting; Nebraska's first governor was impeached; why 

"deaccession"?; Columbus Brewing Co.; Who is this man?; Events.  
 

 

 

 

 

Chimney Rock Museum reopens  
 

 

 

 

 

 

After a second Covid-related closure last fall, Chimney Rock Museum has 

reopened. Off-season hours (through April 30) are Friday and Saturday, 9 to 4. 

https://history.nebraska.gov/rock?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
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Starting May 1 the museum will be open daily 9 to 4. 

 

The newly renovated and expanded museum features new exhibits. If youôre 

starting to think about this yearôs travel plans, plan on spending some time at 

Chimney Rock .  
 

 

 

 

 

A Dugout Flood  
 

 

 

 

 

Imagine yourself as a pioneer living in a hole in the ground. Now imagine that 

floodwater is rising toward the ceiling and you're holding a small child. 

 

John Turner's dugout (not the one shown here) was dug into a creek bank. A 

neighbor said the spot was high enough even if the creek should rise. But 

https://history.nebraska.gov/rock?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/dugout-flood?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
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during a sudden downpour in 1873, Turner's wife and youngest child were 

trapped inside by rising water. Turner had to act quickly. Keep reading.  
 

 

 

 

 

Watch the Ford Centerôs Kenneth B® work his magic 

on this 1880s painting  
 

 

 

 

 

 

B® is the paintings conservator at History Nebraskaôs Gerald R. Ford 

Conservation Center in Omaha. Recently NET Television talked with him as he 

restored an 1880s painting of the first homestead. Watch the video at NET.  
 

 

 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/dugout-flood?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnetnebraska.org%2Finteractive-multimedia%2Ftelevision%2Fwhat-if-homestead-painting-restoration%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C6d1e651a45a44e52f59608d8dccb9c16%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637502114351245950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LI3m8KOgHyNte4izpKx%2Fh%2FV%2F7caki0fZlSr98MjPj9Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnetnebraska.org%2Finteractive-multimedia%2Ftelevision%2Fwhat-if-homestead-painting-restoration%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C6d1e651a45a44e52f59608d8dccb9c16%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637502114351245950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LI3m8KOgHyNte4izpKx%2Fh%2FV%2F7caki0fZlSr98MjPj9Q%3D&reserved=0
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Nebraskaôs first state governor was impeached and 

removed from office  
 

 

 

 

 

Happy Statehood Day! Nebraska became a state on March 1, 1867. David 

Butler was our first state governor, and remains the only Nebraska governor to 

be removed by impeachment. 

 

Butler had a big influence on early Nebraska. He was part of the three-man 

committee that selected Lincoln as the new capital city, and as the stateôs first 

governor he was responsible for building the first state capitol and the first 

building at the newly-charted University of Nebraska. 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/impeachment-nebraskas-first-governor-david-butler?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
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Butler also helped himself to the state treasury, loaned public money to friends, 

signed shady contracts for construction projects, and offered implausible 

excuses when he was caught. Keep reading.  
 

 

 

 

 

When an object leaves the museum's collection  
 

 

 

 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/impeachment-nebraskas-first-governor-david-butler?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/deaccessioning?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
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What does it mean to ñdeaccessionò items from a museumôs collection, and 

why would we ever do that? Arenôt museums supposed to keep things forever? 

 

There are several good reasons why an organization might remove items from 

their collections. History Nebraska collections staff explain how they think about 

the process. Keep reading.  
 

 

 

 

 

Near-beer and cone -topped cans: The Columbus 

(Nebraska) Brewing Company  
 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1863, Columbus Brewing Company was one of Nebraskaôs oldest 

breweries, and the last outside of Omaha when it ceased production in 1954. 

This barrel in the Nebraska History Museum collections appears to pre-date the 

Prohibition era. The companyôs brands included Columbus Beer, Pawnee Dark 

Beer, All-American, and Ronz. 

 

On March 24, 1917, the company announced plans to manufacture ñnear beerò 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/deaccessioning?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/near-beer-and-cone-topped-cans-columbus-nebraska-brewing-company?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
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in order to stay in business after statewide Prohibition began on May 1. 

 

According to a 1954 Omaha World-Herald article, ñNear beer, which contained 

less than a half of one per cent of alcohol, was named, a contemporary wit 

said, by some one who was óa damned poor judge of distance.ôò Keep reading.  
 

 

 

 

 

Who is this man? The Black doorman at the Hotel 

Yancey, Part 2  
 

 

 

Last month we showed you a Grand Island postcard and took a deep look at 

the history role of Black porters and doormen. 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/near-beer-and-cone-topped-cans-columbus-nebraska-brewing-company?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/black-doorman-grand-island%E2%80%99s-hotel-yancey?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
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Now, thanks to the Plainsman Museum in Aurora, we can identify the man 

the picture and tell his personal story. Keep reading.   

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

 

 

 

 

History Café, March 18. Hear how Nebraska women fought to obtain equal 

voting rights 100 years ago, and follow the story of a young Latinaôs return to 

her hometown after college where she helps her community with immigration, 

education, and jobs. 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/black-doorman-grand-island%E2%80%99s-hotel-yancey?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
https://history.nebraska.gov/events/history-cafe-women-social-change?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
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Moderated by City Councilwoman Sandra Washington, the event will allow 

participants to make connections between the women of the past and present. 

Join the conversation and be the first to glimpse an exciting recent acquisition 

to the Nebraska History Museum collection that brings it all together! Learn 

more. 

 

Also, our next Virtual Homeschool will be March 3.  
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https://history.nebraska.gov/events/history-cafe-women-social-changehttps:/history.nebraska.gov/events/history-cafe-women-social-change?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
https://history.nebraska.gov/events/history-cafe-women-social-changehttps:/history.nebraska.gov/events/history-cafe-women-social-change?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
https://history.nebraska.gov/events/virtual-homeschool-wednesday-march-3rd?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
https://history.nebraska.gov/?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fprofile%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D%5BUNIQID%5D%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C6d1e651a45a44e52f59608d8dccb9c16%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637502114351275815%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ghc8Vv97fDujmxutNcGxcmpjVrWy3ivFP5cS%2BFtxBJU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Funsubscribe%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D%5BUNIQID%5D%26c%3Dbf5da1f87f%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C6d1e651a45a44e52f59608d8dccb9c16%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637502114351275815%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BPdpchaACqEWVs5Ng6rhnGrTTd7XQxlqx6RhNtqx2QY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:david.bristow@nebraska.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fabout%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3D273a4edbb0&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C6d1e651a45a44e52f59608d8dccb9c16%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637502114351285771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Et1TVKWw3zojFnV99mLCNbuhvrn0U67PFPbrau2EYyk%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fhistorynebraska%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C6d1e651a45a44e52f59608d8dccb9c16%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637502114351265863%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0cCXg%2Bpw0LAoz22oZT%2FoO0bMJQZK7%2BcMv1hcKwPiMtQ%3D&reserved=0
https://history.nebraska.gov/?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
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A Dugout Flood  

 

ºİŔżŔˌ ˫pēēŭŴ 8ðĉİēņŔŰŴ ^ðņņˍˬ ƖŰŔżē ŭİŔżŔĪŰðŭİēŰ ÁŔņŔŌŔō 8ƁżĉİēŰ Ŕĩ żİēŴē Ōēō ōēðŰ  ōŴņēƘˍ
Nebraska, in 1888. History Nebraska RG2608- 0- 1397 

  

By David L. Bristow, Editor  

  

Imagine yourself as a pioneer living in a hole in the ground. Now imagine that floodwater is 
rising toward the ceiling. Welcome to rural Boone County in 1873.  

Éįē ŲŒď įŒſŲē ĳŲ ĳĉŒŋĳĉ ŒĨ zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų ĨŮŒŋźĳēŮ ūēŮĳŒď˜ Ĉſź ŊðŋƖ ūĳŒneers started out in an even 
simpler form of housing t˰he dugout. Historian Everett Dick described how to build one in his 
1975 book Conquering the Great American Desert.  In short: dig a rectangular hole into a hillside 
or a ravine. The open side should fac e east to catch the morning light and so that snow will blow 
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away from the door. Enclose the open front with a wall of logs or sod. Leave a space for a door; a 
ƔĳŋďŒƔ ĳŲ ŒūźĳŒŋðńˡ ½ŒŒĨ źįē įŒńē Ɣĳźį ˺ūŒńēŲ˜ ĈŮſŲį˜ įðƖ˜ ðŋď ēðŮźįˡ˻ 

Your house will be cheap,  quickly built, cool in summer, and warm in winter. It will also be 
cramped, dark, dirty, and full of every critter in the ground. But it will do until you plant your 
first crop and have time to build a proper soddy or frame house.  

 

Photo: Near McCook, Nebraska, 1890s. H. W. Cole Collection, History Nebraska RG3464- 0- 3 

  

Depending on their location, dugouts had a more serious drawback. Many settlers dug them into 
a high bank beside a creek, where you had a steep slope plus water and timber nearby.  

John Turner dug such a house in Boone County. A neighbor told him the spot w as high enough 
even if the creek should rise, and Turner lived there with his wife and three boys while he built a 
sod house on another part of his claim.  
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8ſź ÉſŮŋēŮ˜ ð Ůēĉēŋź ĳŊŊĳĩŮðŋź ĨŮŒŊ Cŋĩńðŋď˜ ďĳďŋ˽ź ēƕūēĉź źįē ŲēƓēŮĳźƖ ŒĨ źįē źįſŋďēŮŲźŒŮŊ
that stru ck one day while he and the two older boys worked on the soddy. He sent 12 - year- old 
Edgar back to the dugout to check on his wife and youngest child. Edgar soon came back 
hollering and waving his hands.  

  

 

Photo: Home of D. Meek, south of Broken Bow, 1890. Photo by S.D. Butcher. History Nebraska 
RG2608- 0- 1610 

  

Turner ran for the dugout and w aded through the rising water, struggling to keep his balance 
against the current. The dugout itself was flooded. Inside, Mrs. Turner sat on one of the wooden 
doors the family was using as temporary flooring. Balanced on a floating door, she held the 
young est boy while holding a frying pan over his head to protect him from the rainwater pouring 
through the roof like a sieve.  

˺^ĳĩįēŮ ðŋď įĳĩįēŮ źįē źƔŒ ĉðĩēď ĈĳŮďŲ ƔēŮē ńĳĨźēď źĳńń źįēĳŮ įēðďŲ ðńŊŒŲź źŒſĉįēď źįē ŮŒŒĨ˜˻
Turner wrote years later.  
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He had to get them out quickly. He grabbed the little boy, waded across the creek, and left the 
child on high ground. Then he went back for his wife.  

Turner was carrying his wife across when he stepped in a hole, stumbled, and dropped her into 
the rushing water. Somehow , he stayed on his feet and grabbed hold of her dress.  

˺ãē ŲĉŮðŊĈńēď ðŋď ŲźŮſĩĩńēď źįŮŒſĩį źŒ źįē ŒźįēŮ Ųĳďē źįē ĈēŲź ƔðƖ Ɣē ĉŒſńď˜˻ įē ƔŮŒźēˡ 

The Turners lost most of their supplies, but escaped without loss of life. They stuck it out on 
their claim, and in 1903 Turner published a memoir,  Pioneers of the West, recounting this and 
many other hardships that the family met with a combination of hopefulness, ignorance, and 
fortitude.  

 

Photo: Roten Valley, Custer County, Nebraska, 1892. Photo by S.D. Butcher. History Nebraska 
RG2608- 0- 1677 

  

 

Posted 3/1/21. This article first appeared i n the April 2020 issue of  NEBRASKAland magazine. 
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Sources: 

Everett Dick,  Conquering the Great American Desert  (Lincoln: Nebraska State Historical Society, 
1975), 25. 

John Turner,  Pioneers of the West: A True Narrative  (Cincinnati: Jennings and Pye, 1903), 72- 79. 

 

 

 

The Impeachment of Nebraska's First Governor: 
David Butler  
By Breanna Fanta, Editorial Assistant  

  

ÉįŮŒſĩįŒſź zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų įĳŲźŒŮƖ˜ ŊðŋƖ ĨĳĩſŮēŲ ƔēŮē ĉŮēďĳźēď ĨŒŮ Ųįðūĳŋĩ źįē Ųźðźēˡ ¡Ĩźēŋ źįēƖ ðŮē
recognized most for their positive influence, but this was no ź źįē ĉðŲē ĨŒŮ zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų ĨĳŮŲź
governor. David Butler, elected in 1867, served two terms before getting impeached, convicted, 
and removed from office as a result of fraudulent financial matters. While the public praised him 
for his accomplishments in offi ce, there were hushed secrets behind his success.  

bŋ ʼ˃ˁ˂˜ źįē Ųźðźē˽Ų ĉðūĳźðń ƔðŲ ŮēńŒĉðźēď ĨŮŒŊ ¡Ŋðįð źŒ sĳŋĉŒńŋ˜ ðŋď ŲźðŁēŲ ƔēŮē įĳĩį ĨŒŮ 8ſźńēŮ
to establish Lincoln as the capital city. Between political party conflicts, the need for a capitol 
building  for legislative sessions, and the goal to establish Lincoln, Butler made haste. Before long, 
public buildings appeared s˰uch as the capitol building and state university a˰nd what had been 
a little town in Lancaster County began to grow into a prospering ci ty.  



15 

 

(David Butler 
was born December 15th, 1829 and died May 25th, 1891. Image Source: Wikipedia.) 

At the ti Ŋē˜ ŊēŊĈēŮŲ ŒĨ ńēĩĳŲńðźſŮē ƔēŮē ðƔðŮē źįðź 8ſźńēŮ ˼ūſńńēď ŲźŮĳŋĩŲ˽ ĳŋ ŒŮďēŮ źŒ ĉŒŋŲźŮſĉź
Lincoln in a such a short time, but considering his success, many overlooked the issue. The 
governor used this to his advantage and continued to make problematic decis ions. While others 
turned a blind eye, his political opponents were not as quick to condone his behavior, and 
źįŒſĩį źįēƖ Ɣðŋźēď įĳŊ Œſź ŒĨ ŒĨĨĳĉē˜ źįēŮē ƔðŲŋ˽ź ēŋŒſĩį ēƓĳďēŋĉē źŒ ēŋðĉź ð ĉŒŋƓĳĉźĳŒŋ ŒŮ
impeachment.   
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That was until 1871, after Butler was e lected for a third term.  

In January of 1871, during a legislative session, Edward Rosewater (an Omaha Republican and 
publisher for the Omaha Bee) asked Butler to account for the school land funds collected from 
the federal government. It was noted that the re was a certificate of deposit for the fund that 
Governor Butler signed, but there was no legitimate record of the deposit itself.  

Concerned, the legislature began questioning the whereabouts of other funds and it was agreed 
that an investigation was nece ŲŲðŮƖˡ ^ŒƔēƓēŮ ĳź ƔðŲŋ˽ź ńŒŋĩ ðĨźēŮ źįē ĳŋƓēŲźĳĩðźĳŒŋ ŲźðŮźēď˜ źįðź
they realized the rabbit hole they fell into.  

  

 (The first 
capitol building in Lincoln (image: circa 1868) was built so poorly that it needed repairs within its  
first few years. Lincoln's current capitol building sits on the original building site. )    

  

It was discovered that after the relocation of the capital, Butler entered questionable contracts 
ĨŒŮ źįē ĉŒŋŲźŮſĉźĳŒŋ ŒĨ ð ŋſŊĈēŮ ŒĨ sĳŋĉŒńŋ˽Ų ūſĈńĳĉ ĈſĳńďĳŋĩŲˡ The capitol building was one of 
the most costly. Not only did its contract exceed the set appropriation, but it was twice the 
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ðŊŒſŋźˡ ?ſŮĳŋĩ źįðź ūēŮĳŒď 8ſźńēŮ ðńŲŒ ðĉĉēūźēď ĈŮĳĈēŲ ĨŮŒŊ ŮðĳńŮŒðďŲ˜ ˺ūŮĳƓðźē ĳŋďĳƓĳďſðńŲ˜˻ ðŋď
political figures (some of whom  he loaned state money to).  

  

 ("The 
University's lone building  as seen from the tower of the state capitol, Lincoln, 1872." The first 
university was described as "drafty" and "was so poorly b uilt that its roof leaked and its foundation 
began to crumble.") 

  

Newspapers began sparking public outcry.  

bŋĳźĳðńńƖ˜ 8ſźńēŮ ďĳŲŊĳŲŲēď ĳź ðńń ðŲ ˺ŮſŊŒŮŲ˻ ðŋď ˺ĩŒŲŲĳū˜˻ Ĉſź ēƓēŋźſðńńƖ įē ðďŊĳźźēď źįðź ĳŋ
ĉēŮźðĳŋ ĳŋŲźðŋĉēŲ įē ˺ēƕĉēēďēď ĳŋŲźŮſĉźĳŒŋŲ˜˻ Ĉſź ðŮgued that it was in the best interest of the 
state. 

8ſźńēŮ ĿſŲźĳĨĳēď įĳŲ ńŒðŋŲ ĈƖ ēƕūńðĳŋĳŋĩ źįðź ˺ĈŒŋďŲ ˬƔēŮē˭ ďēūŮēĉĳðźĳŋĩ ŮðūĳďńƖ˻ ðŋď źįē
ĳŋďĳƓĳďſðńŲ įē ńēŋź ŊŒŋēƖ źŒ ƔēŮē˜ ˺ĈēźźēŮ ŲēĉſŮĳźƖˡ˻ ãįēŋ ðŲŁēď ŲūēĉĳĨĳĉðńńƖ ðĈŒſź źįē ĨēďēŮðń
school fund, he co ŋĨēŲŲēď źįðź įē ſŲēď ĳź ĨŒŮ ūēŮŲŒŋðń ēŋďēðƓŒŮŲ˜ Ĉſź źįðź ĳź ƔðŲ ˺ðďēŭſðźēńƖ
ŲēĉſŮēď ĈƖ źįē ºðƔŋēē 9ŒſŋźƖ sðŋď ŊŒŮźĩðĩēŲˡ˻ 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/nu-150-what-was-university-nebraska-early-days
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/nu-150-what-was-university-nebraska-early-days
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The school fund, however, was worth approximately $17,000, whereas the value of the Pawnee 
County Land mortgages was only valued at ab out $8,000. It was also reported that the 
ŊŒŮźĩðĩēŲ įðď Ĉēēŋ ƔŮĳźźēŋ Œſź Ųĳŋĉē yðƖ ŒĨ ʼ˃ˁ˄˜ Ĉſź ƔēŮēŋ˽ź ŮēĉŒŮďēď ĳŋ ŒĨĨĳĉĳðń ĈŒŒŁŲ ſŋźĳń
1871 (the year of the investigation). There was also another fund that was valued at about $16,800 
and had no deposit r ecord.  

ÉįēŲē ďĳŲĉŒƓēŮĳēŲ ńēď ūēŒūńē źŒ ŭſēŲźĳŒŋ źįē ĉŮēďĳĈĳńĳźƖ ŒĨ 8ſźńēŮ˽Ų ðŲŲŒĉĳðźēŲ˛ ĨŒŮŊēŮ ŲēĉŮēźðŮƖ
Thomas Kennard and auditor John Gillespie. There were rumors that Gillespie took money out 
of the state treasury with the intent to put it towards land scaping around the capitol when 
instead he distributed it between himself, Kennard, and Butler. This was never confirmed 
though.  

ãįēŋ ĳŋƓēŲźĳĩðźĳŋĩ źįē ŮēĉŒŮď ĈŒŒŁŲ˜ ĳź ƔðŲŋ˽ź ĉńēðŮ źįðź ðŋƖ Ųźðźē ĨſŋďŲ ēƓēŋ ēƕĳŲźēď ĳŋ źįē
bank. Not only were state and pri vate accounts not separated, but they were unidentifiable. 
 ĉĉŒŮďĳŋĩ źŒ Œŋē ŲŒſŮĉē˜ Ųźðźē ĨſŋďŲ ƔēŮē ðńŲŒ ńŒĩĩēď ſŋďēŮ źįē ŋðŊē ŒĨ ˺nŒįŋ ½ĳƕˡ˻ 

As evidence accumulated and the impeachment trials began, the public shared varying opinions.  

¡ŋē ŮēūŒŮźēŮ ƔŮŒźē źįðź ðŋƖ Ŋðŋ ƔįŒ ƓŒźēď źŒ ˺ðĉŭſĳź XŒƓēŮŋŒŮ 8ſźńēŮ ĳŋ źįē Ĩðĉē ŒĨ
źēŲźĳŊŒŋƖ˜˻ ƔŒſńď ˺ŋēƓēŮ Ĉē įēðŮď ŒĨ ĳŋ zēĈŮðŲŁð˜ ŒŮ ðŋƖƔįēŮē ēńŲē ĨŒŮ źįðź ŊðźźēŮ˜ ĳŋ ð ūŒŲĳźĳŒŋ
ŒĨ ūſĈńĳĉ źŮſŲźˡ˻  ŋŒźįēŮ ƔŮĳźēŮ ďēĨēŋďēď 8ſźńēŮ ĈƖ Ųźðźĳŋĩ źįðź ˺ĩŮðźĳźſďe is the worst vice of 
įſŊðŋ ŋðźſŮē˜˻ ðŋď źįðź źįē Ųźðźē ƔðŲ ˺ſŋĩŮðźēĨſń˻ ðŋď ˺ſŋĩēŋēŮŒſŲˡ˻ 9Œŋźĳŋſĳŋĩ źŒ ĿſŲźĳĨƖ
8ſźńēŮ˽Ų ðĉźĳŒŋŲ˛ ˺bŋ ðūūŮŒūŮĳðźĳŋĩ ŊŒŋēƖ ðź įĳŲ ďĳŲūŒŲðń˜ įē ˬ?ðƓĳď 8ſźńēŮ˭ ƔŒſńď įðƓē ďŒŋē ŋŒ
more than is done in every business firm in th e country  ˱men appropriating receipts and 
ńēðƓĳŋĩ ð ŊēŊŒ ŒĨ źįē Ĩðĉź ĳŋ źįē ŲðĨēˡ˻ 

½ēĩðŮďńēŲŲ ŒĨ źįē ūſĈńĳĉ˽Ų ŒūĳŋĳŒŋ˜ ?ðƓĳď 8ſźńēŮ ƔðŲ ĉŒŋƓĳĉźēď ðŋď ŮēŊŒƓēď ĨŮŒŊ ŒĨĨĳĉēˡ ÉįēŮē
were eleven articles, each one voted on separately, but Butler was only convic ted of the first: the 
mishandling of the school land funds. In response to his impeachment, one article discussed 
8ſźńēŮ ðŋď įĳŲ ūŒńĳźĳĉðń ĉðŮēēŮ Ĉēĳŋĩ ˺ďēðď˜˻ ðĉĉŒŮďĳŋĩ źŒ źįē ūſĈńĳĉˡ Éįē ƔŮĳźēŮ ďĳŲðĩŮēēď ðŋď
Ųðĳď źįðź źįē ĉŒſŮź ˺ńēź įĳŊ ēŲĉðūē ƔĳźįŒſź Łĳńńĳŋĩ įĳŊ˜˻ źįðź 8ſźńēŮ ĉŒſńďŋ˽ź Ĉē ˺Łĳńńēď˻ ðŋď
ƔŒſńďŋ˽ź ŲźðƖ ˺ďēðďˡ˻ 

David Butler returned to his Pawnee County Farm where he raised stock. In 1877, his 
impeachment proceedings were removed from his record and he did make an eventual return to 
politics. He was elected into the state senate in 1882 and attempted to run for governor one last 
źĳŊē ĳŋ ʼ˃˃˃ˡ ?ēŲūĳźē įĳŲ ðźźēŊūźŲ˜ 8ſźńēŮ˽Ų ŮēūſźðźĳŒŋ ƔŒſńď Ĉē ĨŒŮēƓēŮ źðĳŋźēďˡ 
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ãįĳńē ?ðƓĳď 8ſźńēŮ˽Ų źĳŊē ĳŋ ŒĨĨĳĉē ĳŋƓŒńƓēď Ĩĳŋðŋĉĳðń ĉŒŮŮſūźĳŒŋ˜ ĳź ēŋĉŒſŮðĩēď ūēŒūńe to be 
more cautious, hold political figures accountable, and in the end, helped to shape the Nebraska 
we know today.  

  

Sources:   

John J. Montag, R. C. Naugle, J. C. Olson (2014) History of Nebraska (4th ed.) University of Nebraska 
Press  

Dakota City Mail  -  February 17, 1871 

Nebraska Advertiser -  March 16, 1871 

Nebraska Chronicle -  February 11, 1871  

Nehama Valley Journal -  March 16, 1871  

The Nebraska State Journal -  January 11, 1871  

The Platte Journal -  February 1, 1871  

The Platte Journal -  June 21, 1871  

 

Deaccessioning  
ãįðź ^ðūūēŋŲ ãįēŋ bźēŊŲ ðŮē ½ēŊŒƓēď ĨŮŒŊ ^ĳŲźŒŮƖ zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų 9ŒńńēĉźĳŒŋŲˢ 

½ēŊŒƓĳŋĩ ĳźēŊŲ ĨŮŒŊ ð ŊſŲēſŊ ŒŮ įĳŲźŒŮĳĉðń ŒŮĩðŋĳƝðźĳŒŋ˽Ų ĉŒńńēĉźĳŒŋ ĳŲ ŋēĉēŲŲðŮƖ ĨŒŮ
maintaining a strong, healthy, and relevant collection. This process is calle d deaccessioning. 
Keep reading to learn more about this process, why we might remove materials from History 
zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų ĉŒńńēĉźĳŒŋŲ˜ ðŋď Ɣįðź įðūūēŋŲ ŋēƕźˡ 

Why Remove Something From the Collections ? 
  
There are several reasons why museums and historical org anizations remove items from their 
collections. Some materials may be outside the scope or irrelevant to their mission. Why? 
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Sometimes the mission of a museum shifts or narrows over time. Many museums collected 
broadly early in their early years, and accep ted objects with little or no history that directly 
pertained to their missions. A chair from the 1890s with no additional provenance might have at 
one time served a purpose as a prop in a display, but it takes up valuable storage space and 
resources. Anot her object that tells multifaceted and compelling Nebraska stories beyond just 
being a chair would better serve our mission.  
Sometimes items are removed from the collection because they are hazardous or in poor 
condition. Examples could include old medicin es, pesticide containers, and celluloid combs that 
have disintegrated into dust. The historical significance of the object, however, is also weighed 
before deaccessioning . 
  
Duplication is another reason that items are deaccessioned. How many spinning whee ls or 
pianos does a museum need? How many copies of the same poster? Digital management of 
collections has made it much easier for museums to survey the thousands of items they care for, 
and weed out the duplicates that are lacking compelling histories.  

 

This spinning wheel was transferred to a nother Nebraska museum for their use collection.  
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Sometimes an item may be relevant, but it may be more relevant to another repository. 
Historical organizations should work together instead of being in direct competition or 
duplicating efforts.  

History Nebr aska often partners with other Nebraska organizations that can provide the same 
level or better care for collections. Archival materials that relate to the history of the University 
of Nebraska for example, might be  deaccessioned  and transferred to their a rchives. A researcher 
would likely go there  first looking for University materials, so it better serves the public to 
consolidate those items. If History  Nebraska needs an item  for an article or exhibit, we can 
always reach out to the University if needed.  

If an item has unethical or illegal provenance or must be removed to comply with national or 
state  legislation, it also goes through the  deaccessioning  process. This would include materials 
that are  repatriated through the Native American Graves Protectio n and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA). 

An item may also be  deaccessioned  if the historical evidence that led HN to accept an object has 
been proven false, it has been lost or stolen for five or more years, if History Nebraska is unable 
to preserve it  properly, if it will be destroyed for the pu rpose of scientific  study, or to comply 
with current State  records retention schedules.  

How are Deaccessions Approved?  

?ēðĉĉēŲŲĳŒŋ ĉðŋďĳďðźēŲ ðŮē ŮēƓĳēƔēď ĈƖ ĉſŮðźŒŮŲ ðŋď źįēŋ ūŮēŲēŋźēď źŒ ^ĳŲźŒŮƖ zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų
Collections Committee, which votes on all acquis itions and deaccessions. This committee 
includes staff from all curatorial areas as well as representatives from other History Nebraska 
departments. If approved by the Collections Committee, the recommendation proceeds to the 
History Nebraska Board of Trus tees for approval.  

What Happens after Items are Removed from the Collections?  

^ĳŲźŒŮƖ zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų ďēðĉĉēŲŲĳŒŋ ūŒńĳĉƖ ðńńŒƔŲ ĨŒŮ ƓðŮĳŒſŲ ďĳŲūŒŲðń ŊēźįŒďŲˡ ¡ŋē ŒūźĳŒŋ ĳŲ źŒ
źŮðŋŲĨēŮ ĳźēŊŲ źįðź ðŮē ĳŋ ĩŒŒď ĉŒŋďĳźĳŒŋ źŒ ^ĳŲźŒŮƖ zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų CďſĉðźĳŒŋ ̭ ÎŲē ĉŒńńēĉtion. 
These materials are used for hands - on activities, teaching collections, and exhibit props where 
they may be used in tactile ways that allow visitors of all ages to directly engage with objects. If 
ƖŒſ įðƓē ƓĳŲĳźēď ŒſŮ Ůēĉēŋź ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ŲſĨĨŮðĩē ēƕįĳĈĳź˜ the period room space where you can sit 
and listen to suffrage songs was created with pieces from our Education & Use collection.  



22 

 

 

Another option for  deaccessioned  materials is to transfer them to another museum, library, 
archives or public institution. At History Nebraska, we start with other Nebraska institution s, 
unless the history of the object directly pertains to another state. We love working with other 
museums across the state! If we can help fill a gap in their collection, share something relevant 
to their mission, provide them with a prop for their histor ic house, or provide an object for their 
own teaching collection, we are happy to do so. Sharing with other museums often also enables 
collections to be accessible to new audiences in different parts of the state.  

If no other historical institutions are in terested and/or the intrinsic or monetary value is low, 
objects may be offered to local theater groups or charitable organizations. Public sale and 
auctions are other disposition methods that are permissible. In accordance with museum ethics 
guidelines, th ese must be a public sale, and proceeds can only be used for the acquisition of new 
collections, conservation, or preservation of collections. National organizations like the 
American Alliance of Museums and the American Association for State and Local His tory provide 
guidance for museums on many matters, including  deaccessioning  and how funds may be used. 
Our collections funds have been used to purchase significant objects for the collection such as 
ðŋ ʼ˃˃˂ ūįŒźŒ ŒĨ źįē WŒŮź ½ŒĈĳŋŲŒŋ ¡ĨĨĳĉēŮ˽Ų ¼ſðŮźēŮŲ! 
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A final option is to destroy the materials. This is primarily done if something is hazardous or 
severely deteriorated, or all other options have been attempted.  

 

 ďēðĉĉēŴŴĵŔōēď ĉİðōďēņĵēŰ ĩŰŔŌ ^ĵŴżŔŰƘ zēĈŰðŴŃðˮŴ ĉŔņņēĉżĵŔō ĵŴ Ŕō ďĵŴŭņðƘ ðż żİē ãĵņďƖŔŔď
Historic Center in Nebraska City.  
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Near -beer and cone -topped cans: The Columbus 
(Nebraska) Brewing Company  

 

By David L. Bristow, Editor  

Founded in 1863, Columbus Brewing Company was one of N ēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų ŒńďēŲź ĈŮēƔēŮĳēŲ˜ ðŋď źįē
last outside of Omaha when it ceased production in 1954. This barrel in the Nebraska History 
Museum collections appears to pre -ďðźē źįē ºŮŒįĳĈĳźĳŒŋ ēŮðˡ Éįē ĉŒŊūðŋƖ˽Ų ĈŮðŋďŲ ĳŋĉńſďēď
Columbus Beer, Pawnee Dark Beer, All - American, and Ronz.  

¡ŋ yðŮĉį ʽʿ˜ ʼ˄ʼ˂˜ źįē ĉŒŊūðŋƖ ðŋŋŒſŋĉēď ūńðŋŲ źŒ ŊðŋſĨðĉźſŮē ˺ŋēðŮ ĈēēŮ˻ ĳŋ ŒŮďēŮ źŒ ŲźðƖ ĳŋ
business after statewide Prohibition began on May 1.  

According to a 1954  Omaha World - Herald  ðŮźĳĉńē˜ ˺zēðŮ ĈēēŮ˜ Ɣįĳĉį ĉŒŋźðĳŋēď ńēŲŲ źįðŋ ð įalf of 
Œŋē ūēŮ ĉēŋź ŒĨ ðńĉŒįŒń˜ ƔðŲ ŋðŊēď˜ ð ĉŒŋźēŊūŒŮðŮƖ Ɣĳź Ųðĳď˜ ĈƖ ŲŒŊē Œŋē ƔįŒ ƔðŲ ˼ð ďðŊŋēď
ūŒŒŮ Ŀſďĩē ŒĨ ďĳŲźðŋĉēˡ˽˻ 8ſƖēŮŲ ŲŒŒŋ ńēðŮŋēď źŒ ĳŊūŮŒƓē źįē ūŮŒďſĉź ĈƖ ðďďĳŋĩ ðŋ Œſŋĉē ŒŮ źƔŒ
of illegal grain alcohol.  

Whatever the limitations of near beer , it helped the brewery survive Prohibition. In the end, 
industry consolidation squeezed out Columbus and other Nebraska breweries. Under new 
ownership, in 1954 the company switched to producing cone - topped cans of Mission Soda for a 
now - defunct Los Angele s company.  
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^ēŮē ðŮē ŲŒŊē ŒĨ 9ŒńſŊĈſŲ 8ŮēƔĳŋĩ 9ŒŊūðŋƖ˽Ų ĈŮðŋďŲ˛ 
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